European Club Meeting

Monaco, 16 November 2009

Intervention by Mr. Averof Neofytou, Chairman of the House Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Cyprus  

Distinguished Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure and honour to address this meeting today, especially in light of the forthcoming EU-Russia Summit to be held in Stockholm in the framework of the Swedish Presidency of the E.U (18 November 2009). I would like to congratulate the European Club for its initiative to organize and host this meeting on such a crucial matter. 
Please allow me, dear Colleagues, to underline the historical ties and friendly relations between the Russian Federation and Cyprus. This is due to the very close positions and coincidence or proximity of views that both countries share on many international issues of mutual interest and concern at the bilateral, as well as the international level. Let me seize this opportunity to reiterate the gratitude of the people of Cyprus for the consistent support and solidarity of the Russian Federation, as a permanent member of the UN Security Council, for achieving a just and viable solution of the Cyprus problem on the basis of the pertinent resolutions of the UN Security Council, EU values and principles. The excellent relations between the two Parliaments and Governments are founded on shared principles and common values and were reaffirmed during the recent visit of the President of the Cyprus House of Representatives, Mr. Marios Garoyian and an inter-party parliamentary delegation to Moscow. It was an honour for me to be part of this delegation. 
Dear Colleagues,

I would like to stress the importance of forging a strategic partnership between Russia and the EU based on common values, mutual understanding, solidarity and trust. This is an imperative and it will be mutually beneficial since it will foster prosperity, peace, security and stability to the region and it will create an atmosphere of good neighborliness. The Eastern Partnership is a very valuable instrument to this end because it fosters regional cooperation, peace and stability and it contributes to the intensification of economic and political reforms in countries that are neighbours both to the EU and Russia. 
The EU and Russia should intensify joint efforts and should enhance cooperation in all fields with a special emphasis on energy security issues aiming to meet common challenges, such as the financial crisis, transnational crime, drug and human trafficking, climate change, illegal immigration, violation of human rights e.t.c. It is a prerequisite to work with concerted, coordinated and cohesive actions to tackle major problems of mutual concern. I strongly believe that there is ample determination and political will by both parties to work in this direction.  
It is noteworthy that a lot of progress has been achieved so far, as regards the four common European spaces (cooperation between the EU and the Russian Federation) the common economic space, freedom, security and justice, external i.e. international security and science and education and culture. 

I am certain that both partners respect the sensitiveness and concerns of each other. Taking into account the concerns of both partners will lead to a climate of mutual trust and understanding. 
Finally, I would like to emphasise that Cyprus as a member state of the European Union has an important role to play. Cyprus can constitute a bridge between the EU and Russia and it can contribute to the intensification of constructive dialogue between both partners.
Thank you for your attention.

